The Botanical Garden, was established in 1847 by Marquies Tweedale by collecting subscriptions from the European residents in the Nilgiris. The first curator Mr. W.G. Mclvor from Kew developed the garden and gave a definite shape to it. It covers an area of about 51 acres at an elevation 2200-2400m. Objectives of the Garden 1. To promote horticultural activities in this district and also in the state of Tamil Nadu. 2. To serve as a reference centre for researchers and students of horticulture, botany and allied subjects. The conservation of natural resources in situ or by ex situ methods in many conservatories has increased rapidly today. In recent times, owing to changes in human life style and due to anthropogenic pressure by the locals, many plants face threats in the wild and need to be conserved.
A collection of 49 species of orchids from within Nilgiri forest area and outside for ex situ conservation. They are either terrestrial or epiphytic. The terrestrial orchids are cultivated using pots with pieces of brick, charcoal and leaf mould in the ratio 2:2:1. The epiphytic orchids are grown in pots or beds equal parts of brick and charcoal pieces without leaf mould. Further, epiphytic orchids are suspended on dead wood pieces tied with moss and are periodically watered. Manure is seldom applied. We have adopted this recommended procedure as practised by the National Orchidarium, Yercaud (Ansari & Dwarakan, 1995). The plant growth and phenology and related observations are under progress.
The nomenclature has been updated by Sarkar (1995) . The orchids listed in Table 1 have been selected for ex situ conservation; and the asterix (*) indicates those that are endemic to the Western Ghats. The list of orchids mentioned in Table 2 is taken for conservation for its economic value of cut flowers.
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